God Most High
Life Group Study Notes

#3. The Sovereignty of God
Opening Up
Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him. Psalms 115:3 (NIV)
“I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted. Job 42:2 (NIV)
Share with the group about a time when you got a “raw deal” that seemed terrible but ended up really
good in the end.

Drilling Down
1. Read each of the following quotes. What strikes you in each one and why?
“The Scriptures not only teach us that God is the Creator and Sustainer of the universe, but also that He
is its Sovereign Lord and King. He rules over all creatures, actions, and things, from the greatest to the
smallest, by His perfect wisdom, infinite power, and absolute righteousness. He is free to do all things
according to His own will, and to do them for His own glory and good pleasure. What He has
determined, no power in heaven or on earth can annul.“ – Paul Washer
“God is the creator and therefore the owner, possessor, and Lord of all things. Apart from him there is
no existence or ownership. He alone has absolute authority. Always and everywhere his will decides.
Again and again, accordingly, there is mention in Scripture of God's sovereign will. ... That will is the final
ground of all things, of their being, and of their being as they are.” – Herman Bavinck, Reformed
Dogmatics
“Even to discuss the authority of Almighty God seems a bit meaningless, and to question it would be
absurd. Can we imagine the Lord God of Hosts having to request permission of anyone or to apply for
anything to a higher body? To whom would God go for permission? Who is higher than the Highest?
Who is mightier than the Almighty? Whose position antedates that of the Eternal? At whose throne
would God kneel? Where is the greater one to whom He must appeal? Thus saith the Lord the King of
Israel, and his redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no
God.” -- A. W. Tozer. The Knowledge of the Holy
“There is no attribute more comforting to His children than that of God’s Sovereignty. Under the most
adverse circumstances, in the most severe trials, they believe that Sovereignty has ordained their
afflictions, that Sovereignty overrules them, and that Sovereignty will sanctify them all. There is nothing
for which the children ought more earnestly to contend than the doctrine of their Master over all
creation—the Kingship of God over all the works of His own hands—the Throne of God and His right to
sit upon that Throne.” – Charles Haddon Spurgeon

"God from all eternity did, by the most wise and holy counsel of His own will, freely and
unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass; yet so, as thereby neither is God the author of sin,
nor is violence offered to the will of the creatures, nor is the liberty or contingency of second causes
taken away, but rather established" -- Westminister Confession of Faith, 3.1.

2. God's attribute of sovereignty means that God is able to do all that He desires to do. When He sets
out to do something, it will come to be. If He purposes something, it will surely happen. Nothing can
thwart His plan. When He chooses a certain course of action, no one and no thing can prevent it. Read
the following Scriptures and comment on what they teach about God’s sovereignty.
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Job 11:7-10
Proverbs 16:33
Job 42:2
Lamentations 3:37-39
Daniel 4:34-37
Acts 4:23-28
Colossians 1:15-18
Romans 8:28

3. How can we hold to the truth of God’s sovereignty and yet uphold human responsibility? If the Bible
teaches both, how is this not a contradiction?

Looking In
How does knowledge of the sovereignty of God bring comfort in times of trouble or distress?
What encouragement do we gain from knowing that God is directing the affairs of the world even when
things seem to be going so wrong?

Moving Out
In what areas of your life this week are you surrendering to and depending upon the sovereignty of
God?

